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VH. An Account of a Stone found in the Sto- 
mach of a Lady on DiJfeSiion^ another in 
the left Kidney^ and fome [mailer ones in the 
Gall-Bladder. By Mr. William Clerk, Sur- 
geon. Communicated by Dr. Charles Pre* 
fton. 



IN the year 1690. having the Curiofity to vifit the 
Mineral Wells, called Moffet Wells , in the County 
of. Annandale in Scotland , I had there an occafion of 
Differing a Lady who had been drinking of the Wa- 
ters, by advice of her Phyficians, for a Difiemper in 
her Stomach, viz, a continual Vomiting r . as alio for 
the Dolor Nephritkus ; How long fiie had 'been trou- 
bled with thefc Diftempers, or what time flie continued 
to drink of the Waters I had no account; only this I 
know, fhe dyed in a fit of Vomiting , the reafoo 
whereof 'teems to be plain and obvious j for upon dif- 
fering the Stomach, 1 found a Stone of the bignefs and 
form as in fig. 1. the corner a. was almofl; fixed in the 
Pylorus, Co that the pafTage from the Stomach to the io- 
teftines was near quite ihut up. The fubftance of this 
Stone is a little Spongy, weighing about eight Drams 
and an half On Difledion of the left Kidney, I found 
alfb a Stone of the fame Subftance and form, as repre* 
fented in fig. 2. weighing about five Drams, and in the 
Gail Bladder I found feveral Stones,as reprefented in %], 
weighing two Drams. 

That Stones daily generate in tke Vefica Urinaria, 
Reins and Veficula fellis, is a thing very ordinary and 
eonitfiv;n but that St'ones Ihould be bred in- the Sto- 
mach 



(s>0 

macli of a human Body, is not Co very common $ 
However, it feems they have been produced by the 
fame common Caufe and petrefying Matter. But I 
am apt to believe fbme extraneous body has given ori* 
ginc to that of the Stomach, as it happens frequently 
even in thofe extracted from the Vefica Vrinaria. 
Monfeur Tolet in his Treatife of Lithotomy, relates a 
Story of a Soldier chat was cut for the Stone, and an 
Iron Tag taken out of it, Faraus^lib.2^. chap. 15-. re- 
ports the like, Hildanus de LithiafiCh.y coLz. writes 
that a Geneva Man dying after twenty eight years com- 
plaint of Gravel , on difiedtfon they found a Stone 
whereof a leaden Bullet was the Kernel, which he had 
received by a Musket Shot, fofeph Cavillart,Qb(.v iij. 
relates a parallel Cafe. 

Stones generated in the Stomach excite horrid pains, 
but there are ftarce any clear figns by which they can be 
diftinguiihed from others, except the continuance of the 
pain j fometimes they areeje£hdby Vomit ; but we 
havea moft notable-inftanceof Stones adherent to the 
bottom of the Stomach* m Horfiim, lib. Inft. p. i^z. 
viz. Reiigiojm qui Jam nobilis ordinis &an£li Benedict §? 
Mwafierii campidonenfis cujios Jeptem circiter atinos per 
Inter valla miris mod is conJliEiatur cum morbis S? prater 
Ceteras res.Jkpius.de dolor e circa regionem Cartilaginisen' 
fjornm conquerebatur^ poji mortem apertus fuit Q? ventri- 
culo DiJfeEtoplurcs quam triginta calculos nunc majoresnunc 
minores jundo acjubjlantis ventriculi pertinacijftme adh£* 
rentes cum maxima adjlantium admiraiione extraxit. Tnat 
feveral extraneous Bodies are oft-times found in the Sto- 
mach, being fwallowed over, either wilfulfy 'or by acci- 
dent; We have the Authority of Senner. lib. prax. 3. 
par.z. Jer. 1, cap. XV. primo enim compertum ejl nummos^ 
globules plumbeos, clavo$,wucrones g/adiorum & Cultro- 
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rum^gemmas, met alia, & alia, deglutita futjfe, quorum 
hiftorias varias collegit Schenkius> lib. 3. obf. x, 3^ 4, 
& feq. 

Secundo varia & monflrofa fape in ventriculo genita 
aut quocunque mo do produfta G? vomitu re)efta futjfe ob- 
fervatum eft tefte Forrejlo, & alii* quamplurimk Lapi* 
dis etiam ovi gallinacei magnitudine ibidem generariBchenk, 
lib. } . obf. 9. capillorum veluti glomos , vomit u rejeftos 
futffe refert Monardes, lib.^ De HiJl.Jimpl. wed. & no- 
tabtlii , fed certs eft Hifloria de extra&h*? cultri ex 
ventriculo^ & vuhus idonies medkawentu fanatum <eger- 
que vivus evafit. 

And amongfl: the Rarities in the Anatomy Hall at 
Ley den y there is preferved a Knife ten Inches in length, 
which was cut out of a Pcafants Stomach, and be lived 
eight years after. It has been of a long time the re- 
ceived Opinion of Phyficians r that Wounds irt the Sto- 
mach were mortal, but we have alfo a late inftance of 
the contrary, Philcf. Tranf Numb. 219. 

It were eafy to give a number of frefti inftances of the 
(wallowing down of Money, &c. and there are (orne 
late Accounts in fhilof. Tranf but there is a Gentleman 
one Mr. Cameron, an Epifcopal Divine, who fome years 
ago in a frolick fwallowed half a Crown, who is alive 
to this Day , and finds no great Inconveniency there- 
by. 

That Stones are not only formed in the Stomach, -w- 
fic a urinaria y Reins and veficula fellis, but alfo in all o- 
ther parts of the Body, is without all controverfy con- 
firmed by manifold Obfervations aind Experience, for 
Stones in the Brain s vide Philofoph Tranfaft. Numb.xx8. 
Stones cut out of the Kidnies, Numb- 233. Stones in 
the Ureters and Kidnies, Numb. 2,33. Stone as big as 
an Hens Egg in the Gall Bladder, Numb- 233'. Stone 
bred at the root of the Tongue, Numb. 247, Tulpim 
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iohis obf Med. lib.%. cap.%%. has thefe words, Caleu» 
Inmubivis Locorumin homine reperiri certumeft.Vidit eum 
ex utero erumpere Hipp* ex pulmone Galenus, ex capite 
Holler ins >ab InteftimsTrincavellius ex Liene ac fell is vef 
cicula ut alii ^ fie nos^ ex Lingua ac colli glandulis % fed cal~ 
<culum qui in arteriis Invenerit equidem haftenus- invent 
neminem % Parteus , lib. zy. ch. 15-. fays, he took one 
from a Man's Knee. Horft. lib. obf 4, pag. 249. men- 
tions one who voided Two hundred thirty three Stones 
per Annum , and another that voided One hundred and 
fifty: Page ijo. relates a cafe where Two hundred 
Were taken out of the Gall Bladder, (bine quadrangular 
and of a brown and yellow -colour ; but that which 
is -more ftrange is, that Stones fhould be found even in 
the 'Heart it idf iJorft.lik 4. cap. z$. Quod que not a* 
tu dignum circa valvulas dextri ventrkuli cakulum ex 
tartar concretum inftar minor is caflanes micu comprejfioris 
Membranofe valvdarum fubftantia adnatum confpicitur % 
pag. %<> 3. Hiftoria medico rara & obfervatu baud indig- 
na de calculo, viz. Magnitudine nucis caftanes minor is, 
poft continuum capitis dolorem I naribus per palatum re)e» 
do. For Stones found in angulis oculorum, vide T later um^ 
page 906. Ch. xv. atiquando emunflkne cakulum \#xc re- 
turn viiimus, expuitione cum tuffi calcutos re)e£les fa- 
ifte non folum ego fed & alii objervarunt ; ex ore quo que 
alii calculi aliquando prodierunt, veluti e Lingua tumors, 
ficut aliqui notarunt : per anum cakulum Scyballi formam 
exprimentem redditum domi quoque "ajferyamus, aliumque 
qui ex equi alvo prodiit in partu fvetum Lapidefcentem 
feupetrojum exclajum a matrefe vidiffe me die us quid am no- 
firi feculi c/arus mihi narravit, idemque fcripto publico 
t eft at us eft, Cutis poros top hull exigui inwfeuntur inde« 
que eximuntur per aperturas , fponte vel feftione fatlat^ 
tophi h nod is podagrkorum p lures Jkpenumero prodierunt, 
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Thofe Stones in the Nerves, are ramed by Faatus M- 
gineta .Nodofte nervorum concretiones. 

Now that Stones are generated in ail parts of the Bo- 
dy, is almoft clear to a Demonftration, ' confirmed by 
fo many obfervations of credible Perfons, but more or- 
dinarily are formed in the Kidriies, and Vefica Urinaria, 
becaufe more properly defiga'd to (eparate and contain 
the ferum of the BIcod, and tor that region Stones in the 
Reins, and vefica urinaria^ are more troublefome to 
Perlbns afflicted therewith, then in any other part of 
the Body ; £i.) Becaufe the parts are more fenfibie ; 
(x.) Becaufe they flop the paflage for evacuating the 
Serum, that is continually feparafingf/om the Biood 5 
and by conference diftend the Veffels, and focaufe hor- 
rid pains. 

As for the Figures and bignefs of ihofe Stones, that is 
a thing very uncertain, for they are found of all 
Forms and Shapes , fome bigger , fome lefs ; fome of 
a prodigious bignefs, for which vide Fhilojoph. Tranfaft. 
Numb. 2 12. and Tokfs Treatife of Lithotomy. 

Stones are not only found in Human Bodies, but alfo 
infeveral parts of other Animals, as Bezoar Stone found 
in the Stomach of a kind of Goat in both Indies, as 
alfo in the Stomach of Mohkies (which is efkemed the 
befl : ) There is alfo a kind of Bezoar called Cow Bezoar , 
found in the Stomach of a Cow. Hippolithus found in 
the Stomach of Horfes, /Egagropila, in the Capra Al* 
pina.&LQ. it were needlefs to mention any more 5 thefe In* 
ftances being fufficient. 

The Writers of the Materia Niedka afcribe great ver» 
tucs to thefe Stones, and particularly the Bezoar, and 
have wrote large Encomiums upon them, to whom I re- 
fer. But if Phyficians would confider ferioufly the true 
worth of them, and virtue in the Cure of Difeafes, they 
would find, that their vertue proceeds more from their 
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being brought from a foreign Country, and a common 
vogue and efteem they have got in the World,, then IVoni 
any intrinfick venue they have in the cure of Difeafes • 
and that which fiems moll to recommend them is their 
extravagant Price : Whereas we can name twenty Me* 
dictnes in the Materia Medica t that each of them is as 
efle&ual, if not more, in the Cure of Difeafcs, and to 
be procured at lefs Charges. 



VIII. Part of a Letter frevs Mr, Buffiere to 
Dr. Sioane, wherein he -gives an Account of 
the new way of Cm ting for the Stone by the 
Hermit y with his Opinion of it, 

HEre is the Defeription of the way of performing 
the Operation, for the extraction of the Stone out 
of the Bladder, by Brother James an Hermit in France^ 
as I received it from Paris. 

He maketh .ufe of a Steel Staff, -much bigger and 
Ihorter than thofc which are commonly made uleof; 
it is (hotter from the top to the bending of it, it bends 
more than ours, he hath but two, one for Men and ano- 
ther for Children, 

His Conductor is flender and longer than ours, the 
point .whereof, which goes into the Bladder, being of 
the Figure of a Lozenge, is wide and open in the extre- 
mity. 

His Forceps have longer brandies than ours ; but the 
holds of them are (horter and wider, with many large 
Teeth within. 
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